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5 
CE . ęgreat Sati faction to all her Children, who 
take Pleaſure in her Stones; and favour 


the Duſt thereof. 


n 1 E Proſperity 77 Zion cannbt but give 


in the Deſart; that from the uttermoſt Parts 
of the Earth we hear Songs, even Glory to the 


Righteous; muſt needs. excite all the Lovers of our 
Lord to echo back: the Joful 8 Mg in . het ; 


Harmony.” - 


That our. 3 A c ehectally the teu 
Southernmoſt, and ſeveral of the Northern ones) 


have been favour d of late with a very plentiful Ef. 


fuſion of the Spirit, is manifeſt to all Men; tho dif. 


ferently received, as the Minds of People are different. 


ly diſpoſed to think of this truly great and amaxiug 
Work. The Time for anſwering the Prayers of our. 
pious, puritan, godly Fore-fathers, which they with 
ſuch Fervour put up for their Children and Deſcend- 
ants, ſeems to be come from the Lord, who keeps Co. 


venant with his People for many Generations. How 


would they rejoice to ſee the Day that their Deſcendants 
nor We 20 fee almoſt 1 x hundred Perſons flocking to 


A 2 one 


we” 5 — (as the Prophet Iſaiah moſt elegantly e er- 
ores it) that Judgment doth dwell ' in the Wil. 
derneſs, that Waters are given there, and Rivers 
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one of their own Mi niſters, in their Capital Town of 
| Boſton, within the ſhort Space of three Months, under 
the deepeſt Concern about eternal Things. To hear that 
not ſeven out of an hundred Students in one of their 
Colleges at New-Catmbridge, but who are(deeply in- 
preſſed with ihe Things. of God. That at .thtir other. 
Univerſity of New-Haven, theſe Impreſſions upon the 
young Students are even more general; that inſtead of 
Heathen-Ethicks, the Sacred Seriptures, and ſuch 
ſearching Books as Stodard's and Shepherd*s axe in 
greateſt Repule. That many of them, wwho were ſent 
to theſe Seats of the Muſes by. their wealthy Parents, 
only for the Salr of a more” polite. Education; are now 


/e fill of Leal for the Cauſt of Cbrig, as to determine. 


4% bend the Remainder of their Time in the Study of 
Divinity, aud for the Service of the Santtuary, That: 
Miniſters of the eftabliſbed Churvb ſhould be ſo far de. 
 viſhed'of a Party Spirit, ax to admit a Miniſter oft an- 
other Denomination into their, Churches an Pulpire, 
to preach the common Salvation. How would'our ve- 
meyable Forefathers alſo rejoileito ſte, (as DF Watts 


aud Dr. Guiſe very juſtly obſerve, with. Reſpoct io 4 


late and a lite Wort of God at Northampton; in 


New-Hampſhire) that this mighty. Mork is effetted, 
by the Bleſing of God, on the prraching of the Plain 


Scripture Doctrine, withont the Extremes of Antinos 
mian, or Arminian Chaff. 


By the following Sermon (which anay be looks apo | 
ns a Specimen of thoſe Diſcourſes, which haus of late 


been ſo mighty, thro" God) it will apptar that. the 
ſame: Dofirines, which were ſo effettual, by the Bleſ. 
ing of God, for the Deſtruction of Popery, have alſo in 
thoſe Parts been ſo pappily effetual for the Deſtrucion of 

Bigotry 


AKAI * 


Madtry aud Formalicy, . choſe hateful. accused, a 
deteſted Weeds, the Bane of true Chriſtianity, which 
are the more fatal as they are leſs diſcerned. 

Dr. Colman, the Author of the following Sermon, 
is one whoſe Charafter is well known, and has à fiweet 
Savour in all the Churches of New. England; but the” 
Knowledge of bis real Warth and Merit cannot be con- 
Mn; d there; Old-England as well as New has long be- 
fort this Time been enlightened with ſome Beams of this 
reſplendent Star, who. ſhines with ſuperior Luſtre a- 
mong thoſe weſtern Churches. He gladly falls in with 
the reſt of bis Brethren in the ſacred Miniſtry, as well 
as with their excellent Magiſtrates ; and with all Ranks 
of Perſons, who . ſeem with united Hearts to combine 
on thoſe happy Shores, to aid the Triumphs of the Goſpel. 
Moſt of the Particulars above-mentioned are Extratts 
from various Letters, that the Doctor has ſent to Eng- 
land, long fince his preaching the following Sermon 
In his laſt, June 8, 1741. he takes Notice “ that 
e nineteen Perſons laſt Month, and nine or ten the 
Month before were added to his Church, among 
« whom (ſays the Dr.) were many of the rich and 
* polite of our Sons and Daughters and that the O- 
verſeers of the Colleges of New-Cambridge had 
that Week appointed a Day of Thaukſgiving, &c. 
on Account of the late mighty Effufion of the Spirit 
upon the' young Students under their Care.” But to 
mention all he writs upon this delighiful Head, would 
by far exceed the Limits of a Pretace. Enough has 

been ſaid (Ibo the half bas not been told) to excite the Foy 
| of the Children of God, and their Praiſes to their trium- 
 phant Redeemer; which was the great Reaſon inducing ta 
the reprinting of This ; and if it meets witha favourable 


Re- 
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Reception, perhaps ſome more on the ſame Subjee? may 


alſo be communicated to the World ſhortly. 


It is needleſs to make an Apology for the Length of this 
Preface before ſo ſhort a Sermon; only. who can forbear 


dwelling long upon ſo charming a Theme; and if the 
Proſpect the Evangelic Prophet had of theſe happy 


Times and Things, fill*d his ſacred Breaſt with ſuch 


ſeraphic Rapture; ſurely all, who are in any Meaſure 


animated with the ſame Spirit, and hear theſe happy. 
Ti dings, cannot forbear joining with him in his facred 


Song; Jſaiab xliv. 23. Sing, O Heavens; for the 
Lord hath done it; ſhout, ye lower Parts of the 


Earth; break forth into Singing, ye Mountains, O 


Foreſt, and every Tree therein; for the Lord hath ' 


redeemed Jacob, and glorified himſelf 1 in Jrael, * 


- \\ 
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Who are theſe that fly as a Cloud, and as the 


Doves to their Windows ? 


flying to Jeſus Chriſt, to the Means of Grace 
A. and Salvation, which he has ordained and ſan- 
ctify'd, and into his Church. If this were not the 
proper and natural Senſe of the Propbet's Words, 
I would not have choſe them for the Opening the 
preſent Lecture. | 
Our dear People, Your Minifters have with Plea- 
ſure ſeen you in the Weeks paſt, Old and Young, 


1 is a pleaſant and wondrous Thing, to ſee Souls 


Parents and Children, Maſters and Servants, high 
and low, rich and poor together, gathering and 


paſſing as Clouds in our Streets, and as Doves on the 
Wing in Flocks flying to the Doors and Windows 
of our Places of Worſhip 3 and hovering about the 
fame, thoſe that could not get in. 
The Fame of a ſingular fervent and holy Youth, 
an extraordinary Servant and Miniſter of Jzsvs 
CnrisT, (who makes his Angels Spirits, and his 
Miniſters @ Flame of Fire) had prepared you for his 
579 | Viſtt ; 
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Vals and with raiſed Expectations we received him, 
even as an Angel of Gop for Jzsvs ſake ; as the 


Apoſtle St. Paul was received by the Churches in | 


Galatia. 

Gop gave him a wonderful Manner of Entrance 
among us, juſt as in other Places before us, amopg 
the Brethren of our Denomination ; and We Were 
ſometimes melted together in Tears, Miniſters and 


People, Parents and Children, under the command- 


ing Addreſſes of Love to his Saviour and our Souls, 
We led you with a viſible Pleafure in our Faces to 
the ſolemn and great Aſſemblies, and look*d « on You 
there with great Satisfaction, in your uncommon 
Regards to the Beloved Servant of CaRrisT, for 


the 71 rulh's ſake that deuelleih in Him, and the Love 


of the Spirit filling him, and reigning in his Mini- 
ſtrations to us. 

And now our beloved Brethren and Siſters, You 
and your Children, we are going to prove, confirm 
and increaſe, by the Will of Gop, the ſeeming 
good Diſpoſitions begun or revived in You, toward 


CarsT and his Word, in a juſt and reaſonable pi- 


ous Care and Sollicitude for your Salvation. 

Mr. Whitefield once and again in his Admonitions 
to You, and alſo in his feruent, righteous and ef+ 
feftual Prayers for you (by the Will of God) led 
you into this Trial and Proof of yourſelves ;— 

«© Whether when he was gone from us, you would 
better attend on the Miniſtry of your own Paſtors, 
both on Sabbaths and Lectures d Far he had beard 
(and it was but too true) that there had been a very 
great Deſe# in this Point among you before he 
came. Some of your Miniſters therefore now make 
a new Tender of themſelves to you, in the Fear and 
Love of Gop, in this ew Lecture, for the Service 
of your Souls, if you will encourage them by ſome- 
thing of a like Attendance on it, as we have lately 
ſeen you give to the Word preached. We _ 

eng 
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the ſame Chriſt, the fame Dobbrines of Grace, and 
according to Godlineſs, with the ſame Goſpel Motives 
and Arguments, Applications to Conſcience, and 


| Supplications to Gop for You.--- We would lock 
on the Fields, and behold them white for the Har- 


veſt, and deſire to enter into it; if by the Help of 
Gor. we may cheriſh the Impreſſions made on any 
of your Souls, and carry them on, clinching the 
Nails driven by the Maſter of Aſemblies that has 
been ſent among us. For though we are Elder 
Miniſters, and have been many Years before Him 
in the Service of Souls, and {Je like David going 
Againſt Goliab, in the Sight of the Armies of Tjrael, 

has been :ſcen to be but a Youth and Stripling; yet 
are we not unwilling or aſhamed to come and ſerve 
after Him, in the Battles of our Lord, and in the 
Viftories of his Grace. You have ſeen, as 1t were, 
a young Elias, or the Baptiſt riſen again a burning 
and Shining Light, and you were willing for the Sea- 
ſon to rejoice in his Light and Heat: May we now 
preach and you hear for the future with more Life 
and Spirit, Diligence and Conſtancy; and by the 
Will of Gop with new Succeſs.--- But we mean not, 

Brethren, at this Leckure only, but on every Sabbath 
and every Lecture in the Town; and more particu- 
larly on the publick Thurſday LeBure, - which has 
been ſhamefully neglected by the Tow. 

To come then to my Text, which I acknowledge 
the late Concourſe to the Ward among us, has led 


me to chuſe. I would now look round on the pre- 


ſent Aſembly, and look back on our paſs Aſſemblies, 

and ſay to You,--- 

« Who are theſe that fy as a Cloud and as the Doves 

« to their Windows e © 

The Prophet was here meditating the Glory of 

= Church in the abundant Acceſs of the Centiles to 

- Ariſe, ſhine, (ſays he, Ver. 1.) for thy Light 

H robin and the Glory of the Lord is riſen upon thee, 
B It 
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It was a lightſome Thought to the holy Prophet, the 
inlarged State of the Church, after its long Confine- 
ment within the narrow Bounds of Fudea ; and af- 
ter its Dimunition and Oꝶſcuration by the Babyloniſh 
Captivity. He foretels. Yer. 2, this Time of Dark- 
neſs covering the Church, and groſs Darkneſs the Peo- 


ple; out of which the Church ſhould emerge, and 


the Gentiles come to her Light, and Kings to Fe 
Brightneſs of her riſing. Ver. 3. 

| Wherefore, Ver. 4, ſhe is called upon to I,. up 
her Eyes, and ſee round about, the People gathering 


and flowing to her. And though at fr/t there might | 


be ſome Fear and Diſtruſt, as Peter felt, When he 
was about to go unto the Uncircumciſed ; yet that 
wou'd be ſoon over, and her narrow doubting Heart 
enlarged with Joy; (J. 5.) becauſe of the Abundance 
of the Sea, and the Forces of the Gentiles, coming 
to her. This Acceſſion of the Gentiles to Chriſt is 
further repreſented, Ver. 6. 7, by the Multiztudes of 
Camels, laden with Incenſe and Offerings of Gold; and 
the Flocks of Keaar preſenting themſelves for Sacri- 
fices to the Altar of Gov. The Riches of the Gen- 
tiles, together with their Hearts, devoted to Gop 
in and through Chriſt, for the ſetting up and ſup- 


porting his Died Warſip, 1s the Thing here 


repreſented. 

And thus (ſays the Hol v Ox E, in the Words 
immediately preceeding my Text) will I glorify: the 
Houſe of my Glory. Gon*s Church is the Houle of 
his Glory, * he is glorified by his People, and 
where he glorifies himſelf in his Grace to them. The 
Promiſe is here, to make it more glorious than ever. 
The Chriſtian Church State makes it fo : The Mini- 


tration of the Law was glorious, but the Goſpel ex- 


ceeds in Glory. 
Upon the Yifon of this it is, that the Prophet as 


in a Surprize and Extaſy exc/aims, in the Words of 


my ht ** Who are theſe that fly as a Cloud and as 
the 


FAY 


er of Satan unto Gov. 
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the Doves to their Windows, He mightily admires 
this flocking of Converts to Chriſt. <* The Manner 
« wherein he expreſſes his Admiration is more elegant 
* and moving, than if he had only faid, ---I ſee 
% an infinite Number coming into the Church. — He 
ſpeaks magniſiceniiy of the Thing, ſays Calvin, 
and as wanting Words to utter his Wonder and 
« Joy. When the Church returned from Babylon, 
ſhe left many a Pro/elyte to the true Gop behind 
her, and ſome followed her; but thoſe were a ſmall 
Firſt- fruit, and as the Sheaf in token of the Harveſt, 

The Propheſy began eminently to be fulfilled in 
the wonderful Converſions to Chriſt, by the preach- 
ing of his Apoſtles. The Iſles ſhall wait for me; 
are the Words following my Text; the many {es 
in the Mediterranean were ſoon viſited, and the re- 
mote Je of Great-Britain very ſoon, conſidering . 
its Diitance, and Separation from the Continent. 

But the Prophecy is daily fulfilling, and at Times 
in a more remarkable Meaſure 3 but more eſpecially 
it will be ſo in the latter and more happy Days of 
the Church, when the Calling of the Fews and the 
Fulneſs of the Gentiles ſhall come on.--- The Lord 
haſten the promis'd Day. 


| Ir is the Power of Godlineſs, and the — Con- 


verſion of Souls that is here ſpoken of. The bare 
outward Profeſſion, the Name and Form alone, with- 
out the Power of Religion, were not worthy of this 
Affection and Joy; Who are ibeſe that fly, &c. 
We have not fo {earned Chriſt, as to ſpeak thus of 
any Thing ſhort of the ſaving Efficacy of the preach- 
ed Goſpel on the Hearts and Lives of Men, . furn- 
ing them from Darkneſs to Light, and from the Pow- 
In this Senſe let us contem- 
plate and admire the Event in my Text, © Mbo are 
theſe that fly as a Cloud, &c. 

In which Words is "repreſented, 1. The Number 


end Multitude of Converts to Chriſt. 2. Their 


B 2 Speed, 
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Speed, Swiftneſs, Eagerneſs, Earneſtneſs. 3. The 
Pleaſure Gop has in this Event, and Souls ſhou*d 
have in it; both Miniſters and People. | 

And ſo the Doctrine is, that it is a pleaſantand admi- 
rable Thing, to ſee Souls flocking and haſtning to Chriſt, 

But I will dwell a little more on the Phraſeology 
of the Text, „ There ſhou'd be a flying as the 
Cloud before the Mind, and as the Doves on the Wing 
to their Y/indows. 

And 1. Let it be as a Cloud before the Wind, a 
Thing common in theſe lower Heavens about us, the 
Atmoſphere wherein we breathe and move: for the 
Ciouds come down ſometimes to our very Houſes, and 
terribly in their Z.7ghtnings and peſtilential Vapours. 
But when the Cloud is /ght and flies high, we ſee it 
croſs the Heavens fwifily, on the Wings of the 
Wind.--- The Cloud ſpreads wide at Times, over- 
ſpreads the Face of the Sky, or a great Part of it, 
and then may well ſtand for a Multitude : A Cloud, 
i. e. a Croud of People; as when we read of 7 
great à Cloud of Witneſſes, Heb. x11. 2. a few of 
which had been enumerated. So ſpake the Prophet 
Exeliel, Chap. 38. of Gog and Magog, the Ene- 
mies of Gop and his Iſrael ; * Thou ſhalt be as a 
Cloud to cover the Land, thou and all thy Bands and 
many People with thee. 

Again, the Cloud flies in the open Heavens, . in the 
open Sight; and ſo ſhould we be open, in the View 
of all, confeſſing Chriſt and coming into his Church; 
with a conſpicuous Zeal, that may appear to F riends 
and Foes, We may not be aſhamed of the Name 
of Chriſt, nor cover our Profeſſion, nor fear to ex- 
prefs a Zee! for his Cauſe, Intereſt and Glory, Let 
the limerous Maſter in Iſrael come alone to Jeſus by 


Night ; but let his Diſciples chuſe rather to go it! a 


Bach and by Day. We read of the riſen Mitneſſes of 
Chriſt, that they heard a Voice from Heaven to them 
ſaying, Come up bither ! and they aſcended in a 
Cloud, 


Mi.  #td L£@SGf 2 >, © £4 Xp fx 


F_ 7, a fd > Go tw _ AMA 


A, % _ %”Q$ _Þ_2£a \( % _ r= © {LA LES 


. ed 2 Gm þ 6A au 


- w@T@. 


Flying to CuRIsT. 13 
Cloud, and as a Cloud, and their Enemies bebeld 
dem. In Alluſion to which all that profeſs the glo- 
rious Name of Chriſt ſhould make one Cloud of Wit- 
neſſes, and aſcend up after Him, Earth and Hell 
looking on: Phil. iii. 3. Ve are the Circumciſion. 
that worſhip Gop in the Spirit, and rejoice in Chriſt 
Teſus, &c. 

Again, the Cloud flies irreſiftibly; no Art or 
Power of Man can ſtop it; ſo our Profeſſion of the 
Name of Chriſt muſt be above any Obſtruction, Let 
or Impediment, from Earth or Hell. There ſhou'd 
be a Faith and Love and Zeal, that ſhall carry us 
above Temptations, Difficulties and Oppo/itions ! an 
open and effefiual Door ſhould be opened, which 
none ſhould be able to hut; a Love which many Wa- 
ters ſpall not be able to quench, nor the Floods drown. 
Once more. | 
As the Clouds fly High, ſo our Hearts and Aﬀec- 
tions ſhould be raiſed and elevated above the World 
and all Earthly Things that would draw them down. 
We muſt be looking 10 Jeſus at the right Hand of 
Gov, and ſet our Affections on Things above; as riſen 
with Him and aſcending after him in heavenly 
Frames and Afpirations, to be with him where he is. 
Or, 2. Let the Flight of Souls to Chriſt be as the 


Doves to their Windows, which is the other, and 


more pleaſant living, lively Part in the Compariſon; 


or what is there among the winged Fowl of Heaven, 


more bearteons, clean and innocent, more meek, lou- 
ing and lovely than the Doves ! As the Deſcent of the 
Holy Ghoſt on the Lamb of Gop at his Baptiſm 1s 
likened to that of the Dove ; fo how pleaſed ſhould 
our Souls be, to have their Aſcent to Chriſt illuſtrat- 
ed by this Similitude! 

The Doves haſten on their Wings, and fly ſwift- 
ly ; more eſpecially as they return to their Windows z 
with Pleaſure and Joy they dart and light there. So 
let us be glad to go to the Houſe of the Lord, and 


there 
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there let our Feet reſt. Why are we oth at any 


Time to go? why make we no more haſte and ſpeed 
to Jeſus Chriſt, to find Ref for our Souls, Food, 
Dwelling, and a Place of Safety; a Covering Aer. 
the Wind and Tempeſt, and from the Powers of the 
Air that would devour us; the Hawk and Vultar ? 

How eagerly do the Doves fly home at any Noiſe, 


or upon the leaſt Fright ? fo will the convinced and 


awakened terrified Sinner, in the great Senſe of his 


Danger by Diſtance from his Saviour, flee to Him as 


his only Shelter, and Place of Refuge; he flies to 
Him to Hide him, even to the Shadow of his Wings, 
for thus has the Lord ſhewn himſelf as with Wings 
unto his Doves. 

Awakened Sinners have this Sigbt of Chriſt, as a. 


prepared, ready and open Place of Salvation for chem; ; 


and on the Wings of earneſt Deſire, Faith and Love, 
Fear and Prayer, they ſpeed them to their Windows, 
his Church and Ordinances,or to their Claſets, his Cham- 
bers and theirs, where he is always preſent to help 
and ſuccour. 


The Doves fly in Flicks unto their Windows; 


with ſtrong Inclination and one Conſent they return 
thither ; ſeeming eager which ſhall light , they 
light together, and cover the deſired Spot : And ſo 
ſhould the gathering to Chriſt be, and into his 
Church; more general and univerſal. Not, as it 


is with us commonly, now and then a fngle Soul ; 


but as it was in the Beginning of the Chriſtian 
Church ; when they came in Thouſands, and were 
pricked to the Heart: and the Lord added daily to 
the Churches of them that ſhould be ſaved. So in Da- 
vid's Time, they went in Multitudes, the Tribes went 
> from every Village and City, meeting on the 
Way, from Strength to Strength, the Numbers in- 


creaſing by Concourſe. 


The Doves fly by Inſtin# for Food, Company 
and Reſt; and ſo the yew Nature to C hritt for ſpi- 
ritual 
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ritual Suſtenauce and the Fellowſhip of Saints, the 
Fellouſbip of. the Spirit, Communion with Chriſt : 
there is 20 Reſt fer the Sole of their Foot but in Him. 
Where can the Soul, created anew in Jeſus Chriſt, 
be at bome, but in Him. Cant. i. 7. Tell me, thou 
Wo0M my Soul loweth, where thou feedeſt ! The Food 
for them 1s ſcattered from Time to Time on their 
#/indows, to invite and keep them there, for their 
ſpiritual Nouriſhment. 

There they congregate, propagate and increaſe; 
they love their H/indows for Company and Society: 
and tho? they are not perfect in Love (for there are 


peckings and fightings among the Doves themſelves; 


they have too much Gall in them) yet are they an 
allowed Emblem of Mildneſs and $wweetneſs of Nature, 
, Meekneſs and Gentleneſs ;, as Chriſtians ſhould con- 
verſe and worſhip together, in the Meekneſs and Gen- 
tleneſs of Chriſt, and in the Love of the Spirit, 

harmleſs as Doqes. ge ye ſo,“ are our Lord's 

own Words to us; and “learn it of me, has he ſaid, 

< for 1 am meek and lowly in Heart, and ye fhall fud 
Reft for your Souls, To which agrees the earneſt 
Addreſs, and even Supplication of the 4pyftle to us, 


Col. ut. 12. Put on therefore, as the ElefF of 


Gop, holy and beloved, Kindneſs, Humbleneſs of Mind, 
Meebne ſo, Chanily; and let the Peace of Go rule in 


your Heart, to, which you are called in one Body, and 


be ye thankful , Let the Word of Gor dteell in you 
rich in all Wiſdom, teaching and admaniſbing one 
auother in Palms, Hymns and ſpiritual Songs; and 
whatever, ye do in Mord or Deed, do all in the Name 
of the Lord Jeſus. Then ſhall we be, as the Wings 
of the Doves covered with Silver, and their | Feathers 
with yellow Gold, This is the Beauty and Alorning 


of Souls, in the Houſe of Gop, the Pillar and 


Ground of Truth; in that which is not corruptible, 
and of great Price in his Sight. 


This is the Preparation of Souls for Chriſt, and 
| for 
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far a Place in his Church, and for Communion with 
him: This it is that has his Heart and Delight, 
what he loves and ſeeks in his Worſhipers: Cant. 
i. 15. Behold thou art fair, my Love, behold thou art 
fair, and haſt Doves Eyes; © a quick, chaſte, ſin- 
cere and ſingle Affection. Chap. ii. 14. O my 
Dove, that art in the C lefts of the Rocks, let me fee 
thy Countenance, let me hear thy Voice; for ſweet is 
thy Voice, and thy Countenance comely. The afflic- 
ted, mourning, perſecuted and deſponding Dove, 
is nevertheleſs comely and beloved in the Eyes of 
Chriſt, invited and welcome to him in holy Duties. 
The Souls Anſwer is that, Plal. Ixi. 2. From the 
End of the Earth will I cry to thee ; lead me to the 


Rock that is higher than I] for Thou art a Shelter for 
me, anda ſtrong Tower from the Enemy] I will abide 


in thy Tabernacle for ever; I will irs in the Covert 
of thy Wings. 
Such is the Call, Command 55 TnbGitation af our 


Saviour to us; Come unto me, all ye that labour 
<« and are heavy laden, and I will give you Reſt! 


« Jook unto me and be ye faved, all the Ends of 
« Earth! Ho every one that thirſteth come to the 
« Waters, yea come and buy Wine and Milk wich- 
« out Money and without Price. The Spirit and 
« the Bride ſay come, and let him that is athirſt 


% come, and whoſoever will let him come, and take. 


« of the Waters of Life freely. 

And is not this the Spirit of Grace in the People 
of Gop ? * I mae haſt and delayed not! With 
«.imy Soul have Wa thee in the Night, and 


« with my Spirit within me will I ſeek thee early. 


«© When thou faidſt to me, ſeek ye my Face; my 
« Soul anſwered, Thy Face Lord will I ſeek. 

This Inſtant, earneſt Concern and Sollicitude 
ſhould every one of us be expreſſing for our own 


Souls Safety, and the Glory of God therein from 


us! thoſe Souls which God has made for Immorta- 
lity, 


Flying to CHRIST. 1 


fity, and form'd for the everlaſting Enjoyment of 
| himſelf; and for his everlaſting Service and Glory! 
| Thoſe Souls which Chrift has done and ſuffered fo 
much to ſave! has ſo dearly bought with his own 
Blood; and is ftriving by his Spirit in the Means of 
Grace ſo earneſtly to ſave 

O why ſhould not every Soul among us be on the 
Wing together, under theſe Attractions and Draw- 
ings of Divine Grace! Why ſo few affected, attrac- 
ted and converted ! why but here and there one over- 
come by the Grace of the Goſpel fervently preached 
and offered to us, from time to time! Why you 
and -you ſingly. and alone! where are your Compa- 
nions © Why are they not come with you? your Con- 
ſorts, Children, Families, Neighbours, F riends, 
and Acquaintance Is this any thing like the Ap- 
pearance of à Cloud, or as the Doves at their Windows ? 

We are in a Church Relation and Fellowſhip ; - 
but where's the Cloud, with the Glory of God in it, 
to fill his Tabernacle and Temple? And for the 
Lord to reſide in! Is the viſible Church his Dove- 
Houſe? But where are the Doves? where the flying 
in of many together, or of all, apace; one after an- 
other! How few are on the Wing? Where is the 
Promiſe in the Text fulfilled in us! Who is fly ing to 
the Blood of Chriſt for cleanſing? to the Righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt for the Fuſtification of Life. 

My Text would ſuppoſe that it were zbus with 
us; and then it would lewd us to admire and rejoice, 
and even triumph in the Thing ;—< ho are theſe, 
fays the Prophet, that fly as a Cloud, and as the 
Doves ? He admires the Perſons and the Thing! It 
was lovely in his Eyes! He ſpeaks with Delight and 
Tranſport, in a Surprize of Pleaſure : He Tets his 
Eye and Heart upon them, as the excellent aud a- 
Mabie of the Earth. VN 
Ir is like other Spee dens of Eſteem and Joy, 
Cant. iii. 6. po is this that cometh out of the Wil- 

derneſs 
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derneſs like Pillars of Smoke, from Myrrhe and Frank- | 


incenſe inflam'd! &c. And, Who is this that Iooketh 


forth as the Morning, fair as the Moon, clear as the Þ 
br &c.— 
. How good and pleaſant would it be, and ſhould F 


it bs to ſee this Cloud riſing among us, this Flock 


-of Doves on the Wing? To you that believe Chriſt 
is precious, and Souls are precious. A pleaſant Thing 


it would be to all good People, to ſee many more 
like- minded with themſelves, in earneſt caring for 
their Souls, and ſollicitous for their everlaſting Wel- 


fare. Their Joy herein would be fulfilled; their 


Joy in God, and their holy Jealouſy for him would 
be removed. 

«© Thave been 1 for the Lord God of Hoſts, 
ſaid Elijab, for I have ſeen his Courts deſerted, his 
Altar caſt down, and Lonly am left!“ Could any 
Thing be more melancholy! — Equally joyous had 
it been to him to have ſeen the Lord's Courts crowd- 
ed, and his Altar laden with Sacrifices, and his Prieſts 


miniſtring about it.—** The King's Honour is the 


Multitude of his Subjects, and the Numbers of the 
Godly are the Glory of Chriſt.” * Bleſſed be the 
Kingdom cf our Father David, and Hoſanna in the 


higheſt,” may we well cry, when we ſee the Mul- 


titudes ftrowing themſelves in their Saviour's Way! 
The Friends of the Bridegroom rejoice to hear the 
Report, John iii. 25. Rabbi, He of whom thou "wer 

2 75 All Men come to him 
*T'is pleaſant when we are on a Journey, to find 
very good Company, and the more the better ſome- 
times, on the Road. How dull and heavy ſhouldit 
be to 7ravel alone heavenward, or but with a very 
few? Society evens and ſhortens the Way, keeps 
up the Spirits and makes us Hvely and chearful. 
Company 1s good in bad Way and Weather, and 
helps over Difficulties. It's pleaſant on a Road for 
Follow-Travellers to help each other on, and to be 
help*d 


Flying to CHRIST. 19 
help*d by one another. Two are belter than one, ſays 
Solomon in the Wiſdom of God; Eccle. iv. 9. For if 


| they fall one will lift up the other ; but Wo to him 
| that is alone, for he hath not another to lift him up. 


It's good to travel ſtrong towards Heaven, We 
mutually conſult our Safety and Comfort by going 


many together. Then we may be like to /ing in the 


Ways of the Lord, and his Glory will be greater in 
and by us. Were we many more than we are, we 
ſhould be much the more eaſy, pleaſant and happy; 


more pleaſed in each other, and profited by one an- 


other. Next to the Comfort of Communion with 
God, is that with his Saints, and the one is pro- 
moted by the other. Chriſt yet to this Day Joins 
the Company and makes a third, as on the Way to 
Emmaus, where two or three are walking togetherſin 
the Sorrows or Joys of Religion. 

More particularly, How pleaſant muſt it be to 
your pious Miniſters, to be inſtrumental and ſucceſs- 
ful in bringing many Souls to Chriſt, and to ſerve 
in building up his Kingdom on Earth? And how 


grievous muſt the Complaint be from their Hearts 


and Lips, which yet came from Chriſt's the great 
Prophet? Iſaiah xlix. 8. Thou art my Servant in 
whom I will be glorified! then I ſaid, I have laboured 
in vain, and ſpent my Strength for nought ! yet furely 
my Work is with the Lord, and my Fudgment with my 
God. The compaſſionate Jeſus was more tender ot 
his poor Diſciples, He ſent them forth with thele 
Words in their Mouth, Luke x. The Kingdom of 
God is come nigh unto you! And they returned to 
him with Joy; Lord even the Devils are ſubject to 
us thro' thy Name! And he anſwered, I beheld Sa- 
tan as Lightning fall from Heaven! and bebold I give 
you Power over all the Power of the Enemy! — This 
Manner of Entrance the Apoſtles gloried of, after 
their Lord's Aſcenſion! Ze yourſelves know it, writes 
blefied St, Paul to the Theſſalonians, that our Goſpel 

C9 — _ 


— 2 
A e me 
Ln -— 


* * U R 
.* 
: : 
9 n _ 2 W F 8 n * — 
— 85 — * — B — 
—— 2 i — * 2 — 
* — a... 2 
—— 5 5 * ADR — - 
—— TI 3 > 2 d N * = "= AA 2 


Ee: 
A 
— Echo 


—— — 


oe, 8 
— 


— tee 


— 
. 


— . 


8 * * — 


by 
— — — . — nc) — 
* 


7 — * 2 88 — 


i 
12 

N H 
ke 74 
* 
: r 
t 
. 
r 
. 
1 s 
i, 
* 
V+} 
94 


20 Pleaſant to ſee Souls 


came not to you in Word only, but in RN and in 
the Holy Ghoſt. 


This ſaving Efficacy of the Goſpel is one of the 
great Joys of Angels, who behold the Face of their, 


and our heavenly Father ; doubtleſs becauſe they 


ſee the Pleaſures in the Face of God on this Account. 
He has given the benevolent holy Spirits this Ex- 
ample and Commandment ; As live, (have they 


heard the Lord fay, and ſo have we ) I have no Plea- 


ſure at all that the Sinner ſhould die. They alſo 
know the Pleaſure of the Soul of Chriſt, his Satis- 
faction in ſeeing his Seed. He looks on his Flock of 
Sheep, that come up from the waſhing, every one bear- 
ing Twins, and not one is barren among them? Ah! 
with what Eye and Heart muſt the Good Shepherd 
ſee this Only his own Heart knows the Joy of it; 
only his own Mouth moſt fweet can ſpeak it. Hell 
only, and the Children of the Devil, are vex'd to 
ſee Souls gathering to Chriſt ! Satan and his may 
ſcoff or gnaſh at it, as they did in Chritt? 5 Time, 
The Werld is gone after bim 


But we ſhould joy in it, not only for the Sake of 


particular Souls, and of many Souls; and our own. 


particular Relation to them, and Intereſt in them; but 


alſo as the high Token of God's ſpecial Favour and 


Bleſſing on a People, a Kingdom, a Province, or | 


a City ; This is my Reſt for ever (has he ſaid and 
* {worn in Truth, and will not turn from it) here 
„ will I dwell, for I have deſired it! I will abun- 
s dantly bleſs her Proviſion, I will ſatisfy her Poor 
<< with Bread! I will clothe her Prieſts with Salvati- 
* on, and her Saints ſhall ſhout aloud for Joy; 
<< there will I make the Horn of David to bud, I 
have ordained a Lamp for mine Anointed.” 
When true Converts are numerous, then we ma 

ſay without vain boaſting, The Temple of the 
Lord, the Temple of the Lord, the Temple of 
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++ eſtabliſh her.“ But alas! When Converſions are 
rare under the preached Goſpel, how ſad is' the 
Token, how dark the Omen! The Glory of the 
Lord is withdrawn to the Threſhold of the Houſe ! 
write on the Door Ichabod, The Glory is departing ! 
And Wo unto them, ſaith the Lord, if I depart from 
them, —O the black Threatning ! Six Times over re- 
peated by the Holy Ghoſt in his inſpir'd Word: 
«© Hear ye indeed but underſtand not, ſee ye indeed 
ce but perceive not; make the Heart of this People 
« fat, and make their Ears heavy, and ſhut their 
ce Eyes; leſt they ſee with their Eyes, hear with 
« their Ears, and underſtand with their Hearts, 
and be converted, 

Finally, the Pleaſure of ſeeing Souls Hing to 
Chriſt riſes to its Height, in the Proſpect it affords - 
of their meeting together at his Right-hand. This, 
ſays the Apoſtle, 1s our Hope and Foy and Crown of 
Repoicing ! even Ye at the Coming of Chriſt with all 
his Saints? For ye are our Glory and Joy. 

Think, Fellow-Chriſtians, how glad you will be 
to ſee one another then and there! to ſee all Tem 
tation, Sorrow and Danger paſt for ever! to ſee the 
Lord himſelf glorified and magnified in you toge- 
ther at the great and laſt Day! to ſee yourſelves in- 
fnitely bleſſed in him! let the Thought and Hope 
hereof rejoice us now 1n our Fellowſhip together in 
the Goſpel. 

But then, 2. A Word on the Wonder and Admira- 
tion that the Thing calls for; Souls flying as a Cloud 
ta Chriſt and as the Doves to their Windows. 

Who are theſe ? a ſtrange and furprizing VHfion] a 
vaſt Gentile Church! the Meſſiah King of the many 


extended Nations! and Abundance of Converſions 


among People hitherto Strangers to the true God, 


and Aliens from the Covenant of Promiſe ! without 
God and Hope in the 77 orld. 


The 


25 Pleaſant to fee Soul 
The Converſion of any one Soul is a Thing to be 
admired. The Rarity of the Thing makes it ad- 
mirable. What a Pity *tis to give this as a Reaſon ! 
a true Converſion to God is a fngular Thing in a 
World lying in Wickedneſs: Abundance of Con- 
verſions then muſt be wonderful. 

Again, The Difficulty of the Thing, md the Op- 
poi ſtion made againſt it, both from within and from 
without, increaſes the Wonder. The natural Eu- 
mity within us to God and Godlineſs ; indwelling Sin, 
and an evil Heart of Unbelief departing from the living 
God, this makes the Wonder in the Converſion of any. 
But then there are the Powers of Hell, Satan and 
his Hoſts, in League with Fleſh and Blood, and a 
World that is Enmity to God. 

The evil One came and found nothing in Chri jor 
he comes and finds every evil and filthy Luft in us: 
But be of good Cheer, has the Holy One of God ſaid, 
I bave overcome !—Saints admire his Conqueſt, and 


their own Salvation.— We wreſtle (ſays the Apoſtle) 
againſt Fleſh and Blood, Principalities ana Powers, the. 


Rulers of the Darkneſs of this World, and ſpiritual 
Wickeaneſſes in high Places. 

Ah Grace and Power to be admired, and celebrat- 
ed for ever! when Jeſus the Conqueror ſets the Feet 
of his victorious Jraelites on the Necks of ' theſe 
Powers of Canaan ! | 

But the Excellency of the Power is Chriſt's ſub. 
duing the Soul elf; ; in making a Free and willing 


People, which is the Beauty of Holineſs ! For if the 


Son make us free we ſhall be free indeed. We read 
therefore of a Trar/lation into the glorious Liberty of 
the Sons of God! What an admirable Word is that! 
what a ſpiritual Empire is this, the Kingdom of God 
within us] From a Renovation of the Mind and 
Heart, a new Creature form'd, not only without a- 
ny Diſpoſition in Nature thereto, but againſt all poſ- 
ſible Indiſpoſition, Reluctance and Averſation! This 
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zs, the Greatneſs of his Power us-ward, who believe! 
which what Soul can know or comprehend; and 


therefore ever enough admire the Thing in all its 
Grandeur! The Change which Grace makes in a 
Soul, overcoming it to a delightful Conſent to the 
whole good Pleaſure of God. The Surpriſe of this 
Effect of Grace, was equal to the Apoſtle and the 
Churches round about! that by a Light and Word on 
the Way, He ſhould be changed at once, from a 
raging Enemy into a dutitul Diſciple! Lord, What 
wilt thou have me to do? That the furious Perſecutor 
was at once become a zealous Preacher! Aud they glo- 
rified God in ne. 

Admirably free and ſovereign is this Grace, 
when, where, how, and by what Means, and to 
what Degree it will work ! 23 out ſometimes 
the moſt unworthy, vile, and chief of Sinners! 
Admirable the Eaſe where with the Change is effec- 
ted, by a Word, a Thought, an effectual Conviction 
Admirably ſudden and ſilent when Gop will, as the 
Heart of Lydia was opened in attending to Paul. 
Or admirable the Force and Roar of the Earthquake 


which ſhook the Failer to pieces! Admirable all the 


Variety of Ways wherein Go pleaſes to Work on 
one and another 

Admirable is the whole Work of Grace fab the 
Excellency thereof. It is all holy, juſt, and good; 
glorious in Holineſs, the Work is perfect! So admi- 
rable the Thing was, to ſee a poor Demoniac at Jeſus 
Feet in @ right Mind ! but how does the Wonder 
riſe to ſee abundance of like fooliſh diſtracted Sinners 
ſo reſtored, and made wiſe unto Salvation. 

But let us follow the wwhole Election of Grace to 
the Throne of the Mos r Hi for ever and ever ! 
and what a wondrous Sight will they be! * The 
&« thouſand times ten thouſands, and thouſands of 
&« thouſands ; the Multitudes which no Man can 
15 N * of all Nations and Kindreds and I 
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<«< ple and Tongues, clothed with white Robes; 
* and Palms in their Hands! The Inquiry then will 
be the ſame as in my Text concerning them ! Revel. 
vii. 13. Who are theſe ? and whence came they ? 


„ Theſe that have waſhed their Robes and made 


„ them white in the. Blood of the LAMB I — 


which tho? it be primarily the more particular Cha- 
racter of the Mar tyrs of Jeſus, yet is really and in 
Truth the Honour and Glory of every ſincere Con- 
vert. to Him, and Believer in Him. 
HFaving thus finiſhed on the pleaſing Admiration 
of Souls flying to Chriſt in Clouds and Flocks ; let 
Us now ſhow in fact that that wwe do truly admire it; 
and have Pleaſure in it. Will we then be a Part of 
this lovely; happy, wiſe, holy, admirable Number! 
Are we taken up into this Cloud ! Are we on the 
Ming among the Doves of Chriſt ? Would we not 
defire to be of this bleſſed Number and Character? 
Your Miniſters would lead you in the Way, and 
go before you | Come; our dear People, and fly with 
us! Deſcend, O SACRED Dove ! O bleſſed Sp1- 


RIT OF Gruct and raiſe and lift us up; and car- 


ry us away on high together. | | 
There is none of us, no not one, Miniſters nor 

People, that can of ourſelves, in our own Strength, 

riſe or aſcend, no nor ſo much as fand or go; im- 


potent as we are and diſeaſed at the Pool'! there we 


muſt lie till the Angel of the Lord come down ind 


ftir the Waters! Nor can we then put ourſelves 


in! but Jeſus is on the Way, and we ly now in his 
Way, and can look and cry to Him; and at his 


Word ſhall“ leap up and run and not be weary, 


« walk and fly and not faint: 

My Brethren, (as I {aid to you in the Beginning 
of my Diſcourſe) We have rejoiced to ſee you as 
Clouds in our Streets, and as Doves about the 
Windows of your Places of Reſort for Worſhip in the 
Weeks paſt : We would now cheriſh; preſerve, in- 

creaſe, 


ej So wo 9 „e e L A = 1 A 


— 0 


”y 


55 


Flying to Chr IST, 25 
creaſe, by the Help of Gop (depending on Him, 
and found in his appointed Ways) the good Impreſ- 
ſions and Diſpofitiens you ſeem to be under. You 
muſt abide and continue in the Uſe of the Means 
of Grace; ſeeking your ſpiritual Food at the Win- 
dows which the Goſpel has open'd to you, and 
where it is prepared and laid for you. Theſe have 
been for Years paſt too much neglected by you; 


you have not .fown to them as you ſhould have 


done; to your publick Weekly Lecture in particular; 
where I muſt bear witneſs for Gop, and his Ser- 
vants, my Brethren, and your Paſtors, there have 
been rich Proviſions for your Souls, which t came 
to feed on, the Multitude ſtaying at Home, or roving 
about in the Air, as light Clouds carried about of the 
Wind.—Come, let there be no more Reaſon for 
this Charge! be not thoſe ly Doves without Heart! 
nor let us have Cauſe to ſay by and by, It was 


vain Curigity, Novelty, the Fame and Face of a 


Stranger; how dear ſoever to us and Venerable in 
his Youth: Walk not your own Miniſters in the 
fame Spirit, in the ſame Truth, in the ſame Wiſdom 
and Grace of Gop ! and ſhare they not in the ſame 
Care, Deſire and Zeal for your Souls? Have they 
not ſhown it by receiving Him gladly in the Lord, 
who lately came to you in his Name and Power? 
Why did we ſo receive him, encourage his Heart 
and ſtrengthen his Hands in preaching to you, af- 
ter the wondrous unfainting Manner he did ? Was 
it not for your ſake, that you might be quickned, 


and more and more rouſed up to a Care for your- 


ſelves? to © come away to Chriſt, to come away to 
Him! as he loudly and earneſtly, again and again, 
called on you to do! and you ſeem'd earneſtly to 
hearken to him, as if you would, as if you were 
ready, and even on the Wing! 

Let us fend the glad News after him, © that you 
are ſo; High and low, rich and poor, Parents and 

D Children, 


miſerable and naked, and that for ever! Come, Ho- 
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Children, Miniſters and Peaple together! how good 
and pleaſant wouid this Unity among us be! not for 
a Party, not for a Diſtinction, no but Heaven; all 
without Diſtinction 
My Brethren and Children, pray for your Mini- 

ſters that they be more ſpirited and enlarged in mak- 
ing full Proof of their Miniſtry 4 more gladly ſpend- 
ine themſelves tor Souls; as we have feen a bright 
Inftance and Pattern, renewing bis Strength day by 
day, and anointed with freſb Oyl, We would give 
more Attendance on the Lord and you, if ye will at- 
tend more and better to our Doctrine and Exhorta- 
tion: Pray for us, that we may ſerve the Lord and 
you with more Humility and Love, and that the 
Mord of the Lord may have free Courſe and run aud 
be. glorified. _ V 

We likewiſe pray for Yun. Be ye alſo enlarg- 
ed! if you are not ſtraitned in us, be not in your 
own Bowels. ** Give younſolves firſt to the Lord, 
and then % us by the Will of Gop, for your ſpiri- 
tual Edification. Come join your ſelves to the Lord, 
in an everlaſting Covenant never to be forgotten; t0 


keep his 'Sabbaths, to chuſe the Things that pleaſe him, 


to walk in all the Commandments and Ordinances of 
the Lord blameleſs. Come into his Church, to full 


Communion, to the Lord's Table, to eat of bis Bread 


und to drink of his Cup: How elle are you. flying in- 
to his Windows ? — Cry to the Lord, O diſcouraged 
Soul and ſay, The'Companions hearken to thy Voice'! 
cauſe me to hear it, 
Come Tou that are high and rich among us, an 

you that are the Men of Merchandize. and Bufineſs, 
of Labour and Diligence! why ſhould you be the 
poor and low and Drones in Spirituals? why fhould 


the Cares of this World, and the Deceitfulneſs of Riches 


choke the Word of Gop, and make it unfruitful! 
Why ſhould you be found at laſt the truly wretched, 


nour 
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hing to CHRIST, 27 
nour the Lord with your Subſtance, and be rich to- 
vords GoD, and lay a good Foundation for eternal 
Life. Improve every Talent, as our Hot 11s and 
HoLDEN- have taught you — And for your En- 
couragement let me ſay, that I obſerve Many of a 
like Spirit with Them for Devotion and Liberality, 
that are ſignally proſpered and bleſſed by Gop in 
this Town. 

But come, my poorer; Brethren, the poor of the 
Flock; to you is the Goſpel preached ; by you let it 
be received, and it will make you rich in Faith, and 
Heirs of Heaven. You ſee and hear your Calling 
Brethren! adore free and diſtinguiſhing Grace | 
Obey, comply, come in from the High-Ways 
and Hedges, and fill the Houſe and Table of Chriſt} 
why ſhould you not ſeek the more of Heaven, the 
leſs you have of Earth! 

Parents, won't you come to the Windows of the 
Lord, and bring your Children with you. Show 
them the Way into the Church of the living God ; 
teach your young Doves to fly thither after you,— 
Or as ſoon as you are fledg*d, my Children, fly thither 
of yourſelves} Your Miniſters invite you, Chriſt 
calls you; he ſtands ready to © take you up into 
his Arms and bleſs you! He has ſaid to us, & ſuffer 
them to come: Lord, we would not only ſuffer, 
but we require them 1 in thy. Name !— Your Lord 
has ſaid to you, ©. I love them that love me, and 
they. that ſeek me early ſhall find me. You ſhall 
be to him, as Abel was to. Adam, as Foſeph was to 
Jacob, as Fabez was honourable among his Brethren, 
and as David was to Feſſe, and Samucl in the Houle 


of the Lord before Eli and all Iſrael; as Jobn was 


in the Boſom of Jeſus, and as Jeſus was to Mary, 
when twelve Years old he went with her to the Paſ- 
ſover; and ſaid to her <* Wilt ye not, my Mother, 
that I muſt be about my Heavenly Father's Bu- 
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28 Pheaſant to fee Souls 

And you that are Servants, and the meaneft of 
our Houſhold Servants, even our poor Negroes, 
chuſe you the Service of Chriſt ; He will make you 
his Freemen; The Son of God, fha!l make you free, 
and you ſhall be free indeed. Why ſhould you be 
Men's Slaves and Satan's too. Chriſt calls Jou, 
mean as you are, into the glorious Liberty of the 
of the Sons of God. Your Miniſters welcome you 
to the Table of Chriſt, to eat of the Children's 
Bread, as many of you as are willing and meet ta 
come. —0 that Maſters would take more Care of 
your precious Souls! The pious. Maſter, who is 
Chriſt's Servant, will be glad to fee his Negroe a- 
bove a Servant, a Brother at the Lord's Table with 
him. It is in my Sight, I can truly ſay, a Beauty 
to our Communions, to fee a Number of the Poor 
Blacks with us. 
Shall I ſpeak now to Elder People, that have been 
fadly dilatory, fadly negligent, and have not ſo 
much as crawld all their Lite long into the Church 


of God, and the Fellowſhip of his Saints! — Reve- 


rence to the Age of ſuch ſhould have requir*d me to 
have ſpoken to them before; forgive the Indecency, 
and accept the Love of addrefling you now. My 
Lord bids me fay to you, now at the eleventh Hour, 
** Why ſtand you here all the Day of Life loitering 
<« and idle? Go you alſo into my Vineyard!“ Not 
for any Thing you can mow do (to be ſure) yet 
you ſhall have your Penny ; your Labour (ſhall I call 
it) ſhall not be in vain in the Lord, W there be but 
a willing Mind, a humble penitent Submiſſion and 
conſenting Soul, it ſhall be accepted.---You may be 
bern again eben Jou are old! — tho? it be out of 
due Time, yet ſo it was with the Apoſtle himſelf! 
s Laſt of all (ſays he) H was ſeen of me alſo, as 
e of one born out of due Time, who am therefore 
6 the leaſt of the Apoſtles, and nor meet to be cal- 
$ led one; "i I perſecuted the Church of. God. 
* And 
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reign Mercy and free Grace. 


Flying to CRI _ 29 
And who is there in Age, that has fat under the 


preaching of the Goſpel fram his Youth, and nor 
been brought ſavingly to Chriſt, of whom we may 
not truly ſay, that he has been a Perſecutor of bis 
Lord ! --- Yet may the Lord meet him even in his 
perverſe Way, and call him, and ſtrike him down by 
his Mis Livhr, and ſet him on aſking humbly and aſto- 
nied, — © Who art thou, Lord! and what wilt 
thou have me to do ? 
I ſhall only go into one more particular Point of 
Application ; and that is to convinced and awakned 
Hinners, and to true Converts and comforted Saints. 
We have ſeen of late many greatly affected under 
the preaching of the Word; now Cheriſh your Con- 
victions, and beg of God, by the Power of his Ho- 
ly Spirit, to faſten them deep in your Souls. Fear, 
O fear, leſt your Goodneſs prove as he Morning 
Cloud or Evening Dew, that paſſes away before the 
next Days Noon. Improve the little Heat and Life 
you feel, and pray for a thorow ſaving Converſion. 
Cry to the tender Saviqur, Who will not break 
the bruiſed Reed, nor quench the ſmoaking Flax, 
but brings forth Judgment unto Victory, May 
He anſwer yau with good Words and comfortable; 
* Son, Daughter, thy Sins be forgiven. - O may it 
indeed be the Day of his Power, and the Time of his 
Love with your Souls! And when you are ready to 
take the Words of Peace, take Care that you turn 108 
« Watch and pray, that you enter 
< not into Temptation: When the Spirit ſeems. 
£* moſt willing, remember that the Fleſh is weak. 


Strait is the Gate, and narrow is the Way, that 
„ leadeth to Life, and few there be that find jt. 


& Strive therefore, has the Lord ſaid to us, far 
te many ſhall ſeek to enter, and ſhall not be able. 
Go, carry thy Sins, and not thy Penitence to the 
Lord Jeſus, and caſt a poor periſhing Soul on ſove- 
When he aſks thee, 
=_. 
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30 Pleaſant to fee Soul 
7 What wilt thou that T ſhould do unto thee? An- 
fwer, Lord fave. me, I periſh!' Lord that I may 
<:xeceive my Sight ? Lord, that I may be! Ty 
clean and whole of my Plague }+ + , 

We have admired to ſee how many of yoo en 
been of late affected! we ſhall admire. more, won- 
der and be aſhamed and grieved, if we ſee your 


Aſfections cc and go off! if Sabbaths and Ordinan- 


ces are neglefted as heretofore, or formally: artended, 
If you have begun in the Spirit, take heed that 
* it end not in the Fleſh, - Confer not with Fleſh 
cc and Blood, as bleſſed Paul tells us he did way 
* oben il pleaſed Chriſt za reveal Himfelf in him. 
And now to You, my Brethren, that are in Chriſt 
Jeſus, who have choſen the Lord to ſerus him, and 
have talen his Yoke upon you eafy' and light to your 
—_ e let the Joy of the Lord be your Strength; 
on your Way rejoicing! He meeteth him 
Ska rejoiceth, and worketh Ri ghteouſnefs, them 


that remember him in his W Lift up the 


„ Hands that hang down, ftrengthen the feeble 
« Kners. Thank God, who has wiought all your 
4 Works in you and for you, and ſo far carried 
* yo on, kept and recovered you; thank God 
% and take Courage. Say, I will never forget thy 
« Precepts, for by them thou haſt quickned me, 
I will run the Way of thy Commandments as 

«< thou enlargeſt my Heart. The Grace of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with your Spirits! the Peace 
t of God which paſſes all Underſtanding, keep your 
Hearts and Minds thro* Chriſt: Jeſus, Unto Him 
„be Glory in the Churches, for ever r and ever. 
AMEN, OR. 5 "6: 
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